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Orpheus Celebrates
25 Years of Memories,
Song and Dance

On Sunday, November 23, 2014,
the Castle Multi-venue in downtown Chicago was transformed into a
huge Greek hot spot, as the Orpheus
Hellenic Folklore Society proudly celebrated its 25th anniversary as part
of Chicago’s Greek omogenia. The
evening’s theme was, “Celebrating
the Past, Dancing into the Future”.
Over 700 guests packed the
spacious, multi-level club, ready for
an evening of dinner, dancing and
unique, non-stop entertainment.
Throughout the evening, there was
a slide show of photos highlighting
Orpheus’s past performances, celebrations and other events. Intermingled
with the slide show was a string of
interviews with various Orpheus
members, regarding their reflections and memories of the group.
On the second floor of the club, an
array of mannequins was featured
prominently, showcasing Orpheus’
collection of Greek folk costumes
from the Greek islands and mainland.

Orpheus Nea Genia members performing during the 25th anniversary celebration.

After a few opening remarks from
Orpheus Director, Yannis Economou,
it was time to get the party started.
All three of the Orpheus Youth
Groups performed a variety of dances
from all over Greece accompanied by
live music from the multi-talented
Orpheus music group. Petar Aleksiev,
Peter Karnavas, Dimitris Spatharakis,
Manolis Tsikoudakis, Thanos Davelis
and Manolis Houlis, were among the
special music guests who took part
in the celebration that night. Also
joining us was Agis Tsakalakos from
Kalamata, Greece, who has been
a guest instructor for Orpheus.
Preparations for this special milestone started way in advance of
the event. Committees and individuals worked tirelessly to make
sure the night would be a success.
Event promotions included special

banners that were draped on light
posts in Chicago’s Greektown as
well as multiple social media postings, flyers and word of mouth.
This event did not only serve
as a memorable celebration of the
accomplishments and contributions of Orpheus to the Greek
American community, but it was
also a major fundraising effort to
keep the dance, singing and music
programs sustained for many years
to come. Several donors and sponsors stepped forward to generously
support the dance group that has
strived to keep the rich traditions,
history and culture of the Greek
people alive away from the homeland.
The Orpheus Hellenic Folklore
Society continues to fulfill its mission
25 YEARS continued on page 2

Orpheus alumni dancers performing Tsamikos at the Orpheus 25th anniversary celebration.
25 YEARS continued from page 1

created 25 years ago by establishing
a cultural program that is known for
its quality and professionalism. Our
programs include the Orpheus Dance
Troupe, with Adult, Nea Genia and
Youth divisions; the Orpheus Music
Ensemble which features musicians
playing folk and popular musical
instruments, under the direction
of professional music instructors;
and the Orpheus Singing/Choral
program which features a variety of
talented singers, under the direction
of a professional singing instructor,
who accompany and compliment
the Orpheus Music Ensemble
during performances. 25 years is
a long time for an organization to
endure. Not only has the Orpheus
Hellenic Folklore Society endured
the test of time, but it has flourished and grown significantly! What
started as a social gathering with
a handful of young adults, eventu-
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Orpheus Director, Yannis Economou, greeting the guests and giving opening remarks
at the Castle Multi-venue.

ally developed into a solid, impressive organization consisting of over
200 members. We appreciate everyone’s participation and support over
the years and we look forward to
what the next 25 years will bring.

For pictures and video from this
event, please visit our website,
www.ohfs.org or find us
on facebook. r

Orpheus Participates
in Hellenic Dance Festival
Martin Luther King Jr. weekend
is slowly becoming synonymous
with the Hellenic Dance Festival
(HDF) among Orpheus members.
This past January, for the second
year in a row, Orpheus adult
and Nea Genia members participated in the HDF competition
in Charlotte, North Carolina.
Trading the snow and cold for
warmer climates, Orpheus members
joined hundreds of other Greek folk
dance enthusiasts for an extended
weekend of dancing, competition and camaraderie. The Hellenic
Dance Festival is an annual Greek
folk dance competition that takes
place during Martin Luther King,
Jr. weekend. It was established
in January, 2000 under the direc-

tion of His Eminence, Metropolitan
Alexios of Atlanta. Today it is the
Metropolis of Atlanta’s largest event,
with its mission being to promote
Orthodox Christian fellowship,
primarily among its young members.
This year’s event celebrated
15 years of Hellenic folklore and
Greek Orthodoxy and was held at
the Sheraton hotel in downtown
Charlotte. Opening Ceremonies
were held Friday night, beginning with an Agiasmo and blessing
from local priests. Soon, wellknown Greek American comedian,
Basile, took the stage and entertained the crowd with his special
brand of observational humor.
Day one of the competition
started early on Saturday morning
and lasted through the afternoon.
Orpheus was among several talented
Greek folk dance groups that repre-

sented such states as North Carolina,
Florida, Georgia, South Carolina
and Virginia. Each group presented
a 12–15 minute folk dance suite
in front of a panel of judges and a
large, enthusiastic audience. The
Nea Genia group presented a suite
of songs and dances from the island
of Ikaria, accompanied by live music
courtesy of the Orpheus Music group
and other guest musicians. Soon
after, the Orpheus Adult group took
the stage and presented songs and
dances from the island of Kalymnos,
also accompanied by live music.
After a short rest, it was time to
head to the NASCAR Hall of Fame
to party with the fantastic folk
music groups, Dromeno and Endasi.
Guests feasted on a huge buffet and
then made their way to the dance
floor to get their Greek groove on.
HDF continued on page 6

Group photo of the Nea Genia members celebrating their Platinum Award at the 2015 HDF competition.
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and China. Sunday, March 22, was
devoted to celebrating Greece and
Chicago’s Greek American community. The event took place in the
beautiful Crystal Gardens. Guests
enjoyed an afternoon of great music,
dancing, food and parea in one of
the city’s most magnificent venues.
Among the participants was the
Orpheus Adult group, Nea Genia
group and Music group. Orpheus
members, dressed in colorful traditional Greek costumes, presented
a variety of dances from the
islands and mainland Greece.

Youth group members presented flowers to the residents of the Greek American
Rehabilitation & Care Centre at the end of their performance.

Celebrating
Hellenism in Chicago
If you hear an Orpheus member
mention “March Madness” it probably has nothing to do with sports.
Rather, it’s most likely a reference to
the busiest time of the year for the
Orpheus Hellenic Folklore Society.
The month of March is typically very
active for the dance troupe, but this
year, we may have set a record for
most performances and events.
Our first event was the annual
Orpheus Youth Group performance
at the Greek American Rehabilitation
& Care Centre, in Wheeling. Youth
Group members performed several
dances from all over Greece for the
residents of the Centre. Afterwards,
the youth members passed out flowers
and cards to the residents. Needless
to say it is always a moving experience
visiting the Care Center for both the
youth members and the residents.
The following week, Orpheus
welcomed guest instructor Yannis
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Konstantinou, from Florina, Greece.
Yanni is the founder and president
of the highly respected dance association “Lygkistes” as well as an
internationally recognized teacher
and researcher of traditional dance.
During his stay in Chicago, Yanni
conducted a series of workshops
from Macedonia, in the northern
part of Greece, presenting a wide
variety of dances from Kozani,
Kastoria, Grevena, Florina, Serres
and more. The workshops were well
attended and we look forward to
hosting Yanni again in the future.
Chicago is known for, among other
things, its wide and varied ethnic
diversity. For the past several years,
Navy Pier has been celebrating
the various cultures that can be
found throughout our city. Every
year during the spring, Navy Pier
presets a performance series called,
“Neighborhoods of the World”.
The program is free and open to
the public and takes place over a
series of several weeks. Each week
features highlights from different
countries such as Italy, India, Africa,
Philippines, Lithuania, Mexico

During the weekend of March
27, the Spring Balkan Festival
celebrated its 50th anniversary
at the International House at the
University of Chicago. The Orpheus
‘Nea Genia’ was one of the groups
that performed during the evening
festivities accompanied by members
of the Orpheus music group.Then
it was time for non-stop dancing
that lasted until after midnight with
music and dances from Bulgaria,
Serbia, Greece and other countries. We also had the chance to
reunite with dance instructor
Yannis Konstantinou, who was one
of the instructors at the festival.
Although the weather did not cooperate, the Hellenic spirit was alive and
well at the Greek American parade.
Orpheus members marched down
Halsted street in Chicago’s Greektown
proudly waving Greek flags and
interacting with the crowd. Thank
you to everybody that joined us for
the parade and thank you to the
PanHellenic Scholarship Foundation
for sponsoring this year’s float.
It’s not every day that students get
to enjoy a live dance performance in
the classroom. But that’s exactly what
happened at Concordia University’s,
“World Music and Cultures” class
this March. Orpheus members
gave a presentation on Greek folk

spotlight on ASTERO METROPOULOS
Parents/Family From: My yiayia is from a village in Messenia called Neda.
My pappou is from Basta, Arkadia. They traveled to America in 1969.
My mother was born and raised in Chicago, Illinois.
Time Dancing with Orpheus Group: 2008- For Life!
Thoughts on Dancing: Greek dancing is such a fantastic way to keep my
heritage close. It makes me feel alive! I can’t imagine my life without it.
 ost Vivid OHFS Memory: During the summer of 2007, Orpheus and
M
my family traveled to Kalamata, Greece. It was my very first trip to Greece
and I will remember it for the rest of my life!
Favorite Greek Dish: Moussaka!
Favorite Place in Greece: Neda Village
Hobbies/Sports/Other Interests: Cooking and baking, volleyball and soccer, reading, and gardening.
Best childhood memory: Fort building with my siblings, Izaki and Sophie.
I stay home to watch: The Greek news with my yiayia, and classic horror films with my brother.
The perfect weekend would be: Grabbing coffee and a bite to eat downtown with my friends and family.
Someone I’d like to meet: Christina Grimmie or Micky Dolenz
Favorite spot in Chicago: Any museum
I am currently looking forward to: Next HDF, college, and Star Wars: A Force Awakens.
Prized possession: My photo albums.
Where I heard about Orpheus Dance Troupe: My mother was a member of Orpheus when she was a teenager, and had
several friends who were part of it as well.
members were also present and
talked a little about some of the
instruments they play. The night
ended with a group Hasaposerviko,
where many of the students seemed
to be naturals at Greek dancing.

Nea Genia members posing with various instructors and members of other dance groups
at the 2015 Spring Balkan Festival.

music with Orpheus director,
Yannis Economou, describing the
different types of Greek folk dance,
including a brief historical outline
and key elements and character-

istics of dancing. Several Orpheus
members, assisted in the presentation by demonstrating a variety
of dances representing different
regions in Greece. Music group

The Orpheus Hellenic Folklore
Society is proud to have the opportunity to represent Chicago’s
Greek omogenia via various events
throughout the city and suburbs,
spreading the traditions and culture of
Greece to a vast and diverse audience.
For photos and video of these
events, please visit our website,
www.ohfs.org or find us on facebook.
Lyra - Spring 2015
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Nea Genia members performing at the 2015 HDF competition in Charlotte, North Carolina.
HDF continued from page 3

On Sunday morning, the Divine
Liturgy was celebrated in front of
a full house of faithful Orthodox
Christians. The Liturgy was followed
by a delicious brunch and, immediately afterwards, day two of the
competition began. On this day, the
Nea Genia group performed songs
and dances from the island of Evia,
while the Adult group performed
a song and dance suite from the
island of Mykonos. After a short
break, it was time to head to the
Awards Banquet, later that evening.
The Orpheus Nea Genia group
was awarded the “Platinum” (1st
place) award in the Advanced Senior
category, and was called to the stage
once again to receive the Costume
award. The Orpheus Adult group was
awarded the “Superior” award (2nd
place) in the Adult category. All of the
evening’s winners received medals
and took group photos with the HDF
organizers. The evening (as well as
the weekend) concluded with a glendi
celebrating dance styles from all over
Greece that lasted way into the night.
It was certainly an honor and a
pleasure to have represented the
Chicagoland omogenia in North
Carolina and we look forward to
many more such opportunities
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Orpheus Adult members take a group photo before they present their suite of dances from
Kalymnos at the HDF competition.

in the future. Congratulations to
all of this year’s HDF winners and
thank you to the HDF Committee
for their great work and tireless
efforts. Hope to see everyone again
at HDF 2016 in Orlando, Florida.

For pictures and video of this
event and for more information on
the OHFS, please visit our website,
www.ohfs.org or find us
on Facebook. r

photo gallery

The Orpheus Music Group kept the kefi going all night long at the
annual Orpheus Vasilopita celebration.

Students at Concordia University getting a crash course in Greek
dancing during their “World Music & Cultures” class.

Guest Instructor, Yannis Konstantinou, demonstrating dances to
Orpheus members during his visit to Chicago.

Orpheus Nea Genia members performing at the “Neighborhoods
of the World” event at Navy Pier.

Orpheus members parading down Halsted street in Chicago’s
Greektown during the 2015 Hellenic American parade.

Orpheus instructors teaching Greek folk dances to a large crowd at
the Old Town School of Music.
Lyra - Spring 2015
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performance schedule

practice schedule

ST. NECTARIOS GREEK CHURCH FESTIVAL
133 S. Roselle Road, Palatine, IL
Saturday, June 27, 2015 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 28, 2015 8:00 p.m.

THURSDAYS:
St. Isaac Jogues Church
8149 Golf Road, Niles, IL

ORPHEUS FAMILY PICNIC
Roosevelt Park
2200 Grove St., Glenview, IL
Sunday, June 28, 2015 12:00 p.m.

ORPHEUS MUSIC & SINGING GROUP:
Junior: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Senior: 7:30-9:00 p.m.

NORTH SHORE GREEK FEST
Hellenic American Academy
1085 Lake Cook Rd., Deerfield, IL
Sunday, September 6, 2015 8:00 p.m.

SATURDAYS:
Glenview New Church
(Multipurpose Room)
74 Park Drive, Glenview, IL

ORPHEUS YOUTH GROUP:
2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (ages 9-15)

Schedules and times are subject to change. For the latest information please visit www.ohfs.org
The OHFS is a tax-exempt
not-for-profit organization.

606 Greendale Rd., Glenview, IL 60025
847.657.0958
orpheus@ohfs.org

www.ohfs.org

Submissions for the Fall issue of Lyra will
be accepted until September 15, 2015.
We are always interested in educational
essays/articles dealing with the subjects
of Greek folk dance, folk music, and
folk traditions. We continue to accept
submissions pertinent to the dance troupe
and its membership. If an individual
wishes to contribute material on a
continuous basis, please inform the Editor.

606 Greendale Rd.
Glenview, IL 60025

TASTE OF GREECE - GREEK TOWN FESTIVAL
On Halsted St. from Monroe to Van Buren, Chicago, IL
August 23-24, 2014 Performances: Sat. & Sun. 8:00 p.m.
Come visit our booth both days: Sat.-Sun.: 3:00-11:00 p.m.
Performance, Sunday, August 24, 2015 8:00 p.m.

ORPHEUS NEA GENIA GROUP:
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. (ages 15-22)
ORPHEUS ADULT GROUP
Beginner/Intermediate: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
Advanced: 7:30 - 9:00 p.m.

ST. SPYRIDON GREEK CHURCH FESTIVAL
12307 S. Ridgeland Ave, Palos Heights, IL
Sunday, June 28, 2015 8:00 p.m.
ST. HARALAMBOS GREEK CHURCH FESTIVAL
7373 N. Caldwell Ave., Niles, IL
Sunday, July 19, 2015 8:00 p.m.

ORPHEUS YOUTH GROUP:
5:30 - 6:30 p.m. (ages 9-15)

