Orpheus Hellenic Folklore Society

and

Hellenic Museum and Cultural Center
SUGGESTED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Collector/Interviewer ___________________________________________________________________

Name of informant (s)___________________________________________________________________

Others present at the interview ____________________________________________________________

Time and date of interview(s)_______________________________________Interview No. __________

Location of interview: __________________________________________________________________

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Biographical information is on Pre-Visit Personal Questionnaire.  Review prior to meeting and try to gather information on areas not covered.

IMMIGRATION - For immigrants only
1. What was life like in Greece?  

2. Why did you come to America?

3. How did you come to America?  If by ship, what was the ship’s name? 

4. Share any memorable travel experiences.

5. What were the traveling conditions like? Sights, sounds, smells?

6. Where did you sleep on the ship, in a cabin or on deck?

7. What was the entry point?    Date?

8. Did you or a customs authority change/edit your name?

9. If the entry point was NOT New York, skip to question #11.

10. What did you think when you saw the Statue of Liberty, had you heard of it before?

11. Did you go through Ellis Island? If yes, what was it like and who met you, if anyone?

12. Where did you get passage money?  Did anybody sponsor you to come to America from Greece (Chain migration)?

13. How did you learn English?

14. How was life different in America from Greece?

15. Describe what problems you had in adjusting to American life.

16. What elements of Greek culture were crucial to maintain?

· Language

· Faith/Religion

· Customs or traditions

· Food

17. Are you naturalized?

RELATIONSHIP WITH RELATIVES AND FRIENDS FROM GREECE

1. Did you or your parents travel back and forth from America to Greece?

2. How do you maintain contact with relatives in Greece?

3. Did you or your parents sponsor immigrants from Greece?  Can you tell us about it?

SETTLEMENT IN U.S.

1. Where do you currently live?

2. When did you move there?

3. Have there been other moves?

4. Did you or your parents experience discrimination?

5. Did you make any efforts to hide your ethnicity?

CHURCH

Central/Overview question:
Tell me about your involvement in the Greek Orthodox Church.

1. What role did the Greek Orthodox Church play in your life in Greece?
Did the role of the Greek Orthodox Church change when you emigrated to America? If so, how?

2. What church did you attend as a child?

3. What church do you attend now?  How often do you attend?

4. How long have you been a member at your current parish?

5. Did you, your siblings or your parents help establish your current church?

6. Can you recall the circumstances of your first contact with the local church?

7. What were the problems in establishing the church?  How were they overcome?

8. Where were the first church services held before the first church was built?  Who was the priest or priests?

9. Have you attended or taught Sunday school?

10. Did you participate as an altar boy (for men), as a “psalti” (canter) or in the choir?

11. (For women) Did you participate in the Philoptohos?  What did the Philoptohos do? Were you an officer?

12. Have you ever assumed a role in the parish board?  Which posts? When? What was it like serving on the parish board?

13. What event or events in the church’s history do you recall most vividly?

14. Describe some memorable church events such as plays, dinners, bake sales or festivals you attended at the church.

15. Which annual event or church holiday did you most look forward to each year? Why?

16. Do you have any icons or oil lamps (“kantili”) or votive lights at home? Where do you keep them?  Are they kept in any special space in the home?

EDUCATION

Describe your educational experience.


1. What language was spoken in your home when you were growing up?

2. Did everyone in the family speak Greek to each other?
Did your parents speak Greek to you and you responded to them in English?

3. How well do you know Greek?

4. Did you attend Greek school or have a Greek tutor?  Describe the experience.

5. Where did you attend?

6. Describe any memorable Greek school teachers.

7. What were your impressions of Greek school? (i.e. teaching styles, materials used, classmates, personal expectations, etc.)

8. Did you know or speak English when you began American school?  Describe any difficulties you had because you did not know English. Were you discriminated against at school?

9. Did you participate in sports?

10. (If they went to college.)  Did you go away to college? What was it like?

11. What were your parents’ thoughts about attending college or going away for college?

YOUR WORK

Describe your work experience.


1. What was your first job?

2. How old were you?

3. What kind of work did you do?

4. How did you get that job?

5. How much did you earn?

6. What were your work hours?

7. Were you a member of a union?

8. What was your boss's ethnicity?

9. How did your ethnicity affect your work/career?

10. Did you suffer discrimination at the workplace?

11. Describe any language problems you had on the job. Did your employer provide English instruction?

12. (For Women)  How did your husband feel about your working?

13. (For Women)  How did the Greek community feel about your working?  

14. Did you or do you know any Greeks who opened their own businesses? If so, where?

15. What sort of businesses did the Greeks open? Why?

16. How did Greeks go about building their businesses?

17. Did Greeks suffer discrimination in their business dealings?

18. What were your accomplishments at work?

PARENTS’ WORK

Describe your parents’ work experience.


1. What work did your father do?  Where was he employed? Names of businesses and locations.
(If applicable)

2. What work did your mother do?  Where was she employed? Names of businesses and locations.
(If applicable)

3. How did your mother feel about working?

4. How did your father feel about your mother working?

5. How did she manage to both work and raise a family?

6. What were your parent’s work hours?

7. If you worked in a family business, what kind of business was it and what were your responsibilities?

8. Did your business advertise in local newspapers? Greek newspapers? Local radio or TV?

MARRIAGE - SELF  (Different categories for self and parents.)

1. How did you meet your spouse?

2. Describe your courtship. 

3. Was your marriage arranged?  If so, how was it arranged?

4. Did you have a dowry? (prika) 

5. Where were you married?

6. If you married outside your faith, what were the difficulties you experienced?

7. Describe your wedding celebration?  Was there a reception following the wedding? Where? What special foods were served?  Did certain foods have special meanings? What music was played? What kinds of dances did you do? Were non-Greeks from the community invited?

8. What elements do you think make a successful marriage?

MARRIAGE - PARENTS

1. How did your parents meet?

2. Was their marriage arranged?  Where were they married?

3. Did your mother have a dowry?

COMMUNITY/SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

1. Did your parents associate with friends from Greek community, non-Greek community or both?

2. Did they socialize with the Greeks who came during the summers?

3. Did they have friends or relatives who were out- of-state? If yes, where?

4. What about yourself?  Did you have many non-Greek friends?  Did you date non-Greeks?

5. How did your parents treat your Greek friends compared to your non-Greek friends?

6. What kinds of activities did you participate in with your friends? Your parents?

7. Did your parents discriminate against non-Greeks in anyway?

8. Describe the community activities that you participated in? (PTA, School Board, Politics, American Legion, etc.)

9. Did you serve in the Greek or American military?  Which branch? How long?

10. To what organizations did you belong? AHEPA, Regional Societies, Professional, Cultural etc.

11. Does the fact that a political candidate is Greek influence your vote?

12. What forms of entertainment do you enjoy? Singing, listening to music (what type of music), theatre, movies etc.

HOLIDAYS

1. What were some of your family holidays/celebrations? For example, picnics, namesday, Greek Independence Day, Annunciation Day, Easter, and Christmas.

2. What was your favorite holiday/celebration?  Why?

3. Who was involved in the celebration preparation?

4. Who was present for the celebration? (i.e. family, community, church members, koumbari)

5. Which American holidays did you celebrate?

6. Did you celebrate namesdays in your family?  Describe such a celebration.

7. If you no longer celebrate namesday, why did you stop and when?

8. Do you celebrate American style birthdays? How and when did you start?

HOME/CHILDREARING 

1. Do you know how to do handiwork? How did you learn how to do it?  Did your mother do handiwork (sewing, crocheting, and embroidery)?  How did your mother learn to sew and do handiwork? 

2. What favorite Greek dishes do you or family members prepare?

3. While growing up, what was your mother’s role in the home?

4. While growing up, what was your father’s role in the home?

5. While growing up, what was your role in the home?

6. What child rearing practices were observed in the home while you were growing up?

7. Are there special naming rules for a child?  What are they? Did you follow these naming rules?  Did your children follow these naming rules when naming your grandchildren?

8. Describe your children’s baptism.  Where were they baptized?

9. Who were your children’s godparents and how were they chosen (koumbaroi)?

ILLNESS/DEATH

1. What is the evil eye?  Do you believe in it?

2. Do you use any protection against the evil eye?  If so, what is it?

3. Have you or your parents used home remedies to heal an illness?  What was that remedy?

4. What funeral customs do you observe?

5. How long is a traditional Greek mourning period.  Is it still observed?

6. Where were local Greeks buried?  Where are your parents buried? (ask only if parents are deceased)

7. Were any photographs taken of the funeral, cemetery?  Why?

OPTIONAL (if time and situation permits)

1. What would you consider your greatest accomplishment?

2. Do you have any regrets?  If so, what would they be?

3. What has been the best thing in your life? The worst?

4. What are your future plans?

5. Do you have anything you would like to add?

6. What legacy would you like to leave?

7. How would you like to be remembered?

8. What advice would you give to present or future generations?
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